


The Foundation for Peace, Harmony & Good Governance (FGG), New Delhi, works towards promoting 
human and national development and socio, economic and political justice. Its objective is to bring about 
effective policies and administrative measures to do justice to all and to eliminate corruption in all spheres of 
governance including politics, administration and judiciary by increasing transparency and effective 
decision making processes. The Foundation attempts to achieve its objectives by creating public awareness 
and building momentum to fight against injustice and corruption in all its manifestations. The FGG supports 
all anti-corruption measures by organising seminars, panel discussions and conferences and works as a link 
between the public sector, private sector, civil society and the people by providing a platform for all sections 
to come together and share their concerns. 

In the last six years of its existence, as part of its activities, the FGG has organised events led by eminent 
jurists, spiritual masters and personalities from various traditions and walks of life including the Central 
Vigilance Commissioner, Chief Information Commissioner and Chief Election Commissioner. The FGG also 
encourages study and research on the root causes of crime, insurgency and terrorism; while punitive 
measures that deal with only the symptoms need to be made more effective, the underlying causes should 
be analysed and identified to take effective measures to eliminate the basic causes once and for all. 

The FGG also works towards ensuring a fair, just and harmonious social order and equal opportunities for 
every section of the society to realize the full potential of the individual and make maximum contribution to 
the development of the nation.  As a part of this endeavour, the FGG has been organising numerous events 
on many aspects of life and governance. Some such events include the following topics: "Invest in Yourself" ; 
"Self-Care is Health Care is Earth Care"; "Truth Multiplier in Indian Stock Market"; "600-Days in Himalayas"; 
"Sun Gazing: A Cost Free Natural Method for Good Health"; "Your Health is in your Hands"; “The Journey 
Beyond”;  “Confronting the Menace of Corruption”;  “The Challenge of Black Money”; “Right to Information 
Act”; “Water-the Biggest Challenge”; “Spirituality – the Many Paths”; “The Essence of All Religions”; 
“Marriage for Peace”; “Health and Healing – The Natural Way”; “Kashmir – What Next?”; “Wave Genetics-
The Cosmic Panacea”; “Ethics-With and Without God”;  “Nutritional Therapy”; “Ensuring Tree and Fair 
Election is the Foundation of Democracy”;  “Living with Cancer”; “Science of Meditation”;  “Right to 
Information-Essence of Good Governance”; “Ideal Parenting – Empowering Children”; “Being Healthy and 
Youthful-The Natural Way”; “Threat of Leprosy, HIV-AIDS and TB in India”; “Why Yoga”; “Corporate 
Governance”; “Aligning People with their Passions for Success”; “Weather Forecasting-Reality or Myth”; 
“Election 2009 and the Road Ahead”; “Impact of Triple Ethics-Reality or Myth”; “Is there a Human Rights 
Development”; “How to save and Invest Wisely”; “Tools for Tough Times” 

Some of the recent publications of the FGG include: “Triumph of Truth: Rajiv Gandhi Assassination: The 
Investigation” by D. R. Kaarthikeyan and Radhavinod Raju published by the New Dawn Press; and “Human 
Rights: Problems and Solutions” by D.R. Kaarthikeyan published by Gyan Books. Mr. D. R. Kaarthikeyan, 
President of the Foundation, is co-editor of “Pathways out of Terrorism and Insurgency: the Dynamics of 
Political Violence and Peace Processes in Contemporary Societies” published by New Dawn Press. He has 
also contributed chapters in many other books including, “Root Cause of Terrorism” by Tore Bjorgo 
published by Routledge-London, and also on Human Rights published by United Nations University.

The President of FGG, Mr. D. R. Kaarthikeyan, travels constantly and participates in international and 
national events promoting many causes including good governance, environment, agriculture, green 
energy, education, health, human rights, human responsibilities, economic and social justice, integrity, 
interfaith harmony, yoga and spirituality.

In short, the FGG continues to strive constantly in every possible way for the creation of a better world by 
ensuring a just, harmonious and prosperous society by promoting good governance. As the new year 
begins, the Foundation rededicates itself to its aims and objectives and pledges to work towards the 
betterment of the state, the society and its leadership. 
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WHY A NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INTEGRITY?

This conference is being organized at a time when our nation is facing numerous 

challenges while the whole world is looking at India as a successful democracy 

transforming its economy.  India's economic growth and transformation has been 

interesting and exciting at the same time, as it is happening through political 

dialogues replete with arguments, differences, clashes and reconciliations. This 

very process of economic development is creating winners and losers; only an 

appropriate and equitable framework will ensure equal opportunities and justice for 

all.   Therefore, it is imperative to create a framework that is inclusive and caters to 

the developmental needs of the masses and addresses the structural divides 

separating them.  Such framework would essentially demand collective and 

individual honesty and integrity on everyone's part. 

Fundamental to a transparent and just system is an effective and efficient justice system that provides no 

space for corruption. However, the Indian legal system is burdened with a plethora of archaic, ambiguous 

and overlapping laws which add impetus to prevailing corrupt practices. Ironically, the justice system has 

fueled abuse of authority, encouraged the strong against the weak, and left the disempowered to fend for 

himself against an all-too-powerful state. The protectionist economic policies of the state has only added to 

increasing dishonest dealings and resulted in creation of a class of people thriving on black economy. 

Despite various efforts by the government, this situation continues unabated principally due to the legal gaps 

that exist between the multiple layers of laws.  

Adding to the woes of the common man is a bureaucracy that aims to secure the interests of the state and its 

elite rather than work for a people-centric security and a welfare state. Policies that have been introduced to 

benefit the marginalized remain on paper, as funds allotted for them are siphoned off before they reach the 

target population or project. Ghost employees, underperforming welfare schemes, collapsing constructions, 

projects with extended deadlines and overrunning costs are the order of the day. While focus of many 

administrative reforms are on making the system more effective and efficient, little attention is paid to making 

the system more responsive and accountable to the people. The system needs to be transformed into a 

citizen centric organic entity that ensures human security for all regardless of their class, caste or 

community. Only an accountable and transparent system can provide that.

In recent years, the media has evolved into a powerful entity reflecting the opinions of the people and 

exposing the shortcomings of the state, its agencies and its leaders. It has rallied against corruption, 

highlighted the woes of the disenfranchised, praised the exemplary, and generally informed and educated 

the public. But it has also dramatized the ordinary, exaggerated the mundane, and popularized media trials.   

While an active media is fundamental to the vibrancy of a real democracy, we need to insulate it from slipping 

into rhetoric, mediocrity and sensationalism.

The Foundation for Peace, Harmony and Good Governance (FGG) realizes that these are the causes which 

ultimately, collectively and individually, reflect  low level of honesty and integrity amongst society. Therefore, 

FGG feels that unless these issues are specifically attended to, the existing disparity in thought processes, 

sense of security and belongingness is bound to grow amongst the people of India.  

thThe 19  Law Commission is already mandated to address many  of  these issues,  namely - identification of 

laws which are no longer needed or relevant and can be repealed, laws which are in harmony with the 

existing climate of economic liberalization which need no change, laws which require changes or 

amendments and to make suggestions for their amendment, consideration in a wider perspective the 

suggestions for revision / amendment given by Expert Groups in various Ministries / Departments with a 

view to coordinating and harmonizing them, consideration of references made to it by Ministries / 

Departments in respect of legislation having bearing on the working of more than one Ministry / Department, 

and to suggest suitable measures for quick redressal of citizen's grievances, in the field of law. 
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In another significant and appreciable development, the Planning Commission is contemplating to launch a 

web portal soon for the public to share their views about achieving an inclusive and robust economic growth 

of over 10 per cent during the 12th Five-Year Plan.  Contemporary historians and analysts note  that India 

has witnessed multiple challenges and successfully addressed them without losing the direction or getting 

fragmented in the process, like many other nations;   this is because we have continued to look within  and 

draw upon our national ingenuity to overcome any problem, like those listed above, that appear 

overwhelming at first sight. 

There are various initiatives that are being launched by the government to improve its service to the people. 

Like its other initiatives, it is rich in planning. What needs to be seen is how effectively these plans are 

translated into action. Addressing corruption essentially boils down to two critical issues. One, how can an 

honest citizen remain honest during the course of his interaction with the system? Two, how to ensure that a 

dishonest person, irrespective of his power status, faces the consequences of his action? If India can find an 

answer for these two issues, and aligns its reforms to address the gaps in its system that provide space for 

corrupt practices, abuse of power and dishonest leadership, then India can truly step onto the stage of being 

a responsible emerging welfare state.

It is against this  backdrop that this conference on national integrity is being convened,  primarily to seek 

views of concerned citizens on the themes of the conference and to ensure that such views - with further 

value addition - reach appropriate decision and policy making circles.  Experienced, knowledgeable and 

well informed speakers will be deliberating on issues such as effect of multiplicity of laws, accountability and 

transparency measures, and the role of the media. Further, to achieve goals and to create awareness about 

the need of the day, on the occasion of this conference, a national level essay competition on the issue of 

integrity was organized and the winning articles have been published in this booklet.  

This conference hopes to raise hopes amongst all towards national integrity.
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