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Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments
By narrow domestic walls
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit
Where the mind is led forward by thee
Into ever-widening thought and action
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

Where The Mind is Without Fear

Rabindranath Tagore

As a proud Indian above all else, I am deeply anguished by the constant erosion in the moral 

fabric of the Nation, about the continuous corrosion of integrity. While some of us are unfurling 

the tri colour on distant shores by the dint of our sheer hard work, I see, many in the country 

negating the good work by opportunism and a propensity to cheat thereby heaping shame on the 

Nation. What is more shocking is the fact that we, the “silent majority” choose to look the “other 

way”, consoling our conscience by telling ourselves that the matter does not concern us, 

thereby making the unscrupulous further emboldened  in their mission to wreck havoc. Please 

note, I have taken up this cause, not only as an industrialist seeking to weed out corruption for 

the greater good, but also as a proud Indian, trying to cleanse the nation’s soul and clear the 

sewerage.

“Every Man has a Price”

“Corruption is authority plus monopoly minus transparency”
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Gujarat NRE – AMA Centre for National Integrity

We all dream of our motherland as a Nation free from pettiness and corruption, driven by the highest 
human principles, to emerge as the beacon of human civilisation. The clarion call for the second struggle 
for Independence, independence from deceit and corruption, independence from mistrust and unethical 
practice has already been sounded at many quarters.  And one such effort is the Gujarat NRE – AMA 
Centre for National Integrity.

The year was 2008, being moved by the series of terrorist attacks and bomb blast that had ripped our 
country culminating in the Mumbai attack of 26/11 as the final nail in the coffin had shaken the conscience 
of a few like minded people of Ahmedabad who decided that the time has come to speak against the root 
cause of evils. The group felt that there is an urgent need to spread the message of integrity and ethics in 
our life and the civil society should take it as a challenge in their own capacity to cleanse the system. 

To make the endeavor broad based, the group decided to join hands and get associated with 
Ahmedabad Management Association, the premier management institution in the city as well as a front 
runner in the country. Gujarat NRE – AMA Centre for National Integrity was born.

The centre creates a common platform, a confluence of like minded individuals to discuss issues of 
common concern, and speak in one voice so that we can be heard over the din. Where individually we 
have been ignored, the movement would seek the support of numbers, unleash the “power of one” and 
raise the issues that face the nation, identify their solutions and seek the implementation of the answers 
for the betterment of the Nation.

Since its inception a year ago, the centre has been organizing various programs to disseminate the 
message of integrity in the society. The inaugural lecture of the centre was given by Dr J J Irani of Tata 
Sons. The centre had also the opportunity of hearing and interacting with Mr D R Kaarthikeyan,   Advisor: 
Law-Human Responsibilities-Corporate Affairs, former Director, Central Bureau of Investigation, former 
Director General, National Human Rights Commission and former Special Director General, Central 
Reserve Police Force.  The centre has also to its credit of publishing a book titled “Transforming 
Government through New Public Management” by one of its founding members and former Director and 
Professor of IIM A, Dr Pradip N Khandwalla.  

The prime thrust of the centre is to engage the youth. Essay contests and seminars on Integrity have 
been a regular affair at the centre where the youth has taken part enthusiastically. Acknowledging the 
potential of the youth and the need to involve them in building an honest society, two Gujarat NRE 
National Integrity Theme Presentation Contests at IIM A and NIRMA University were organised, which 
evoked excellent response from students of premier B Schools and Technical Institutes across the 
country.  Starting from Nirma University, Ahmedabad, where students from all over the country 
enthusiastically participated in debating on the points that would transform 'India into the one that they 
dreamed of' and considered how long would the pledge 'No bribes, No Illegal Moves, No out of the way 
favours' take to catch on. The inference that we took from this stimulating experience was the 
confirmation of our prickling fear that 'Corruption DID in fact feed terror'. And thus we put the question to 
the contestants at IIM-A 'How can we get rid of corruption?' who replied from across the country with a 
unanimous 'Reformation and the Implementation of Ethical Laws and a general practice of Ethics'. We 
then moved to Goa where the Integrity Theme Presentation contest at Global Steel 2010 in Goa called 
on every Indian to talk about the importance of the reformation in our present judicial system, so that it 
does not force us to be corrupt. The need of robust, simple and easily understandable laws that minimize 
loopholes, thus ensure ready and quick justice. 

Making a full circle we went once again to Nirma University, where we had the students from premier 
institutes across the country providing their comments and suggestions on the Central Vigilance 
Commission's National Anti-Corruption Strategy Paper. The youth today is calling for a “Resurgence with 
Ethics”..


